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PREFACE

The Hillsborough River and the historic landmarks, cultural
institutions, and parks currently 1lining its banks are extremely
important but under appreciated assets within Tampa's Downtown Central
Business District. The particular vision driving this exploratory urban
design and planning study was that an unveiling of the riverfront assets
and vigorous support for development of the Cultural Arts District will
have a crucial role in shaping economic futures for downtown and the
region.

A grant from the Design Arts Program of the National Endowment for the
Arts (NEA), awarded to the Tampa Museum of Art in 1988, provided the
critical support Justifying this effort. Generous nmatching
contributions of cash and in-kind expertise came from key Downtown firms
and individuals; valuable professional contributions came from staff and
consultants of the City of Tampa, The Center for Urban Transportation
Research at the University of South Florida (USF), and USF's FLORIDA
CENTER for Urban Design & Research. The resultant Downtown Riverfront
& Arts Development Options Project Report owes much to the interest and
commitment of all these groups.

The specific scope and organization of the study are fully explained in
Chapter 1 of the report. The content of the report generally follows
the sequence of Riverfront/Arts Project tasks and phases, commencing
with investigative research and analysis (Chapters 2-4) and moving on to
later phase design and evaluation of concept plan/program alternatives
(Chapters 5-7). Following extensive review and critique of preliminary
concepts in local leadership review panels, the most viable/surviving
concepts are more fully developed in the final Chapter 8.0.

We frankly acknowledge that our original hopes for a clear leadership
consensus for a preferred urban design direction for the Riverfront and
Cultural Arts District could not be fulfilled. However, the final
chapter defines interesting future urban design and program options for
continuing consensus-building efforts. It offers a "decision tree"
planning and scheduling framework to guide concrete actions in the near-
term, as well as thoughtful steps to shape future courses of action
toward final outcomes which are the most preferable for the community.

On behalf of USF and FLORIDA CENTER, we dgreatly appreciate the
opportunity accorded to us by the study sponsors to contribute to
heightened awareness within the community of the extraordinary
opportunities and needs to preserve and enhance cultural arts and
riverfront amenities. We assume full responsibility for any errors of
fact or judgment in this work. :

David A. Crane, FAIA, AICP, Director
FLORIDA CENTER for Urban Design & Research
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